
Hypnotism
as a Cure.

A Student of the Great Char¬
cot Employs It with

Success,

Strange Results of the Myste-

Dr. Abbot Combes.

Drunkards and Victims of Nervous
Diseases Find Relief in a Mys¬

terious Remedy.
AN EXPERIMENT WITH A HEN.

Belief That a Man of Good Morals Could
Not Be Induced to Commit a Mur¬

der While Under Hyp-

How to hypnotise £ something 3«t th«
a vanced ph/Jfcijiu must know nowadays.
He makes Ij. the subjeet of scientific study
aria^pute- lt t0 practicai uge8 Hypnotic
re?iinent is being used as a satisfactory

c!ire for a number of cases.

In the Post-Graduate Medical School and
Hospital, at the corner of Second avenue

and Twentieth street, the subject is
given great attention. The practising phy¬
sicians, who come from all parts of the
country for post-graduate study, are shown
practical demonstrations from time to time
of the use of hypnotism In practice. There
are also occasional lectures given upon the
subject. As might be supposed, lt is the
professors in the dapartment of "diseases
of the mind and nervous system" who pay
the most attention to the subject. Such
physicians as Dr. Charles L. Dana, and
Dr. Graeme M. Hammond have for a num¬

ber of years been experimenting with hyp¬
notism. 'While Dr. Dana delivers occasional
lectures upon the subject and all the pro¬
fessors and instructors of the department
of nervous diseases emploj hypnotism oc¬

casionally, the one man in the Institution
who is authority upon the subject is Dr.
Abbot C. Combes. Dr. Combes, who Is a

slender, energetic, pleasant-mannered man,
about thirty-five years of age, was a stu.
dent of hypnotism under the great Char-1
cot, of Paris, the father of modern hyp¬
notism.
Dr. Combes is a strong believer in the

treatment, and does most of the hypnotis¬
ing and gives most of the lectures and
demonstrations. A Journal reporter was

permitted to witness a recent demonstra¬
tion, and afterward some practical appli¬
cations In the dispensary.

The first subjects selected were some

chickens and small birds. The hypnotist
picked up a hen. He bent the neck to
one side, and drew up one of the wings
over the head. Holding her in this posl.
tion, he whirled her around twlse and
set her down. With eyes wide open, she
sat perfectly rigid. Placed upon her back,
she made no effort to regain an upright
position. The muscles In the hen's legs
and wings were apparently deprived of the
power of action. When one of the wings
was spread out, It remained there. The
hen was In the second stage, the cataleptic
condition, as it is termed, and remained
so for several minutes. Other birds of
smaller varieties were handled in the
same way, with similar results.
The next experiment was with a young

man. He was seated in a chair and Dr.
Combes pointed his finger at him, keeping
lt about five Inches away from the sub¬
ject's head and on a level with his eyes.
The young man's eyes drooped, and in a

very few seconds he was in the first stage
of hynotic influence, somnulency. By push¬
ing open the eyelids and pressing slightly
upon the eyeballs, the second stage, or

cataleptic condition, was reached. Placed
in any position, no matter how uncomforta¬
ble or ridiculous, the subject remained
there. When needles were Introduced into
the flesh, the man never winced. Other
similar tests showed that he was apparent,
ly deprived of all feeling.
"Could a surgical operation be performed

while he Is In that condition?" asked one
of the physicians present.
"A minor surgical operation of any kind

could be performed without the least dif¬
ficulty," was Dr. Combes's reply. "He
would not feel it in the» least. By a minor
surgical operation I mean, for instance, the
cutting off of a finger. If you were to cut
his arm off, the shock to the nerves would
be too great and he would probably come
out of the trance."
The doctor then put the subject In the

third and last stage, that of hypnotic sug-

rious Force Produced

notic Influence. #

vuuiiui over
him!1 asked some one.
"Only by tlio one v whose control I had

suggested to him, making the suggestion
that he was under mv contmi "that he was under my control."
The usual exhibition of tho

"The Medicine Men Marched to the Gouncil Mouse, Where Rites of Mystery Were Performed
(Sketched from life by a Journal staff artist.)

As a general thing the suggestion remains
from two to four weeks. The time varies
greatly with the subject."
The Doctor then wakened his subject

by blowing in his face and continued his
talk.
"Where the disease Is long continued, as,

for instance, functional epilepsy of fifteen
or twenty years' standing, it is hardly
possible to cure it,in this way. Where
there is organic trouble it is not possible
to cure It by hypnotic methods. You can
hypnotize a man, and by suggestion keep
him from drinking, but when he has de¬
lirium tremens suggestion will not reduce
the inflammation of the brain cells."
Among the diseases that are treated by

Dr. Combes in the dispensary are hysteria,
functional epilepsy, diseases of habit and
a number of other nervous complaints.
Hypotlsm is also resorted to as a cure for
umerous diseases that do not exist except
in the imaginations of the patients. They
suffer just as much pain as if their di¬
seases were real. Dr. Robert T. Morris
had for a patient an old lady who in¬
sisted \hat she suffered great pain from an

operation that had been performed some

years before. Dr. Morris could find no
reason for the pain, and came to the con¬
clusion that it did not exist. The old
lady was sure that it did. The Doctor
concluded to hypnotize her and suggest to
her that she was getting better. He did
so a few days ago, and while there has
hardly been time to see if the cure is
permanent, the old lady's pains are said
to be considerably assuaged.
The method of using hypnotism upon

dispensary patients is an interesting one.
A man comes in who wants to quit drink¬
ing and cannot. He is hypnotized, and
when he is in the third stage the sugges¬
tion is made to him, "Whiskey will make
you very sick if 3rou try to drink it."
When he" next tries to take a drink he finds
whiskey is sure to nauseate him. Until
the suggestion wears off, which may be
two or three weeks, there is 110 relief for
him, unless he should get hypnotized over
again and have the opposite suggestion
made. Sometimes the suggestion made in
these cases is, "Do not go into a saloon."
It seems pretty hard to digest, but It is a
fact that every time he starts to go into a
saloon he will think he hears a voice tell¬
ing him not to. When a man wants a
drink badly he will undergo a great deal,
but the hypnotic voice is generally too
much for him. The same sort of sugges¬
tions are made in regard to smoking.
While the reporter was with Dr. Combes

In the labratory a girl about eignteen years
old came in. She has been hypnotized
times in the last few months by Dr. Dana
and his assistants. Her trouble was hys¬
teria. And under the influence of the con¬
tinued suggestions that she should have
no more attacks she has become much
better. She complained of headaches, and
for that reason the hypnotic treatment has
been suspended for a while.
The New York Post-Graduate School was

the first one in this country to recognize
the Importance of the study of hypnotism.
From the medico-legal standpoint It is par¬
ticularly important. Hypnotism is being
urged in courts all over the country, as
a justification, of crimes of every descrip.
tion. Lawyers and doctors as yet know
little of the subject. How far hypnotic
influence may extend is a hard question
to answer. On this question, Dr. Combes,
who. is perhaps better qualified to speak
than any one on this side of the Atlantic,
has to say:

"I have observed that suggestion with
some subjects will go much farther than
with others. Some people seem to be per*
fectly under my hypnotic control. Rut 1
do not believe a man who was thoroughly
moral and of high principle could be In.
duced to commit a crime by suggestion,
nor do I think a woman who was virtuous
would surrender herself while in a hyp¬
notic state. Still I have seen respectable,
steady citizens, while hypnotized, engage in
the most outrageous antics, which would
have made them feel utterly disgraced had
they known what they were doing."

©nfy §ilei\ce and
Deafl? 09el(ome.

The Living Tomb to Which
Trappist Monks Are Con¬

signed.
Permitted to Speak on but Two

Occasions, and Personal Con¬
versation Forbidden.

DEATH SCENES IN THE DISMAL ABBEY.

An Open Grave Constantly Reminds the
Brothers of the Fate Which

Awaits Them.A Touch
of Realism.

Barclstown, Ky., Jan. 25..At the Trap¬
pist Abbey of Gethsemane, fourteen miles

Although his death was instantaneous,
his grave was dug months ago. Day after
day he had stood, bareheaded, among tho
graves in the .cemetery of the Abbey and
meditated and prayed. Often he had
knelt by the side of the grave that, un¬
known to him, was to be his own, and
prayed for the repose of the soul of him
who was to till it. The Trappists, after
the burial of a brother, at once prepare
a grave for the next who may die. This
they do because they wish to be perpetual¬
ly reminded of death.
Father Dominick's death came sud¬

denly. Clad in his white robe, the symbol
of membership ever since the foundation
of the order, more than 800 years ago,
he was oiling the machinery in the grist
mill. His robe caught in the belt of thf,
fly-wheel. In an instant he was carried
up to the ceiling, and then whirled to the
floor a corpse.
Shocking as was this manner of his

death, it was less to be dreaded than the
usual death scene in that silent abbey,
In such instances, as death approaches,
the dying man is borne to the great death
chamber and placed upon a nard, bare
pallet. He sees liis brother monks spread
ashes upon the floor in the form qf the
cross, and over these ashes sprinkle wisps
of straw. Then the sufferer is laid upon
that cross to die.to change the silence
of that abbey for the scarcely greater si¬
lence of eternity.
Silence is the rigorous rule at the mon¬

astery. Except when confessing or when
singing in the chapel se»*-ices, the monks
must be mute, unless they receive special

^ruel sports
in (;uba.

Popular Pastimes That Involve
the Torture and Butchery

of Animals.

Cock Fighting Patronized by All
Classes ot People on

the Island.

RAT AND TARANTULA BATTLES.

Contests Between Scorpions and Ants
Form Another Favorite Amusement.

Pig Sticking Fashionable Among
the Gilded Youth.

Havana, Jan. 22..Most of Cuba's sports in¬
volve cruelty to animals. It seems to be

The Execution Place in Dahomey.
They hang condemned prisoners by the feet in the land of the Amazons and then chop their heads off. This picture was drawn by a Jour¬

nal staff arti3t from a photograph taken by a French official and just received in New York.

from this town, Father Dominick, one of permission to speak. The Abbot alone la impossible for a Cuban to enjoy himself In
the monks, was buried in accordance with at liberty to speak when lie will, and It is the open air without Inflicting pain uponthe rites of his order. a liberty that he rarely exercises. some creature unable to defend itself. This

.^

They Hypnotize Hens in the Post Graduate Hospital.

does Dot mean that he Is co^v&rdly, for the
eagerness with which he engages a savage
bull in the dusty arena demonstrates His
bravery. It is simply a national trait, but a
very bad one.
Cock fighting Is reduced almost to an exact

science in Cuba. The bird is a carefullybred cross between the game rooster and the
pheasant. This gives it a beautiful plumage,
great vigor and dauntless courage. The
birds are trained with as much care as are
the prize-fighters of America and England.The owners hand them over to a trainer,who takes them to his training yard and
confines them in Individual pens, about five
feet anart. Each bird is tied with a stout
cord to a stake In the centre of the enclo¬
sure, the knot of the string on his leg beinglined with chamois, so that it will not so
much as bruise the skin. Then he is putthrough his paces.
His first exercise is Intended to strengthenhis legs. He is released from the stake and

placed in a corral of bamboo sticks six feet
In height. A boy chases him with a cloth
for fully twenty minutes or half an hour at
a time, flapping the rag at him to make him
run. When the time is up the boy pickshim up and sprays his head with a mixture
of sugar cane, alcohol and ginger Then the
bird is put In the sun, which makes his head
very red. Ttye feathers are clipped from the
head, the lower portion of the breast, the
abdomen and the thighs. His tail feathers,too, are chopped short.
The bird is kept 011 a strict diet. For

breakfast he gets the yoke of an egg beaten
up with a glassful of the best sherrySpain can produce. At dinner he eats
either corn or finely chopped cocoanut, the
last, however, being used only in the
eastern portion of the island, especially in
Baracou and Guantanamo. His supperconsists of chopped meat. At the end of
two weeks he is considered to be x-eadyfor a conflict.
Chicken-chopping is popular among Cu¬

bans of the lower middle class. It is even
more brutal than cock fighting. A live
chicken.preferably a pullet.is hung by
a cord passing around the breast and under
the wings to the branch of a tree, the
string being long enough to give the fowl
a long swing at the slightest blow. The
legs are left free, so thai: the chicken can
struggle as much as it pleases.the more
the better; but the band about the body is
tied so securely that it cannot get away.When hoisted, the chicken is about eightfeet above the ground and has a swing of
ten feet.
The sportsmen (?) mount small, strong

and swift horses from the region of El
Camaguey, and, armed with machetes,
they ride at the swinging chicken, cutting
at it as they pass at full gallop. The de¬
sired feat is to sever the fowl exactly in
half from head to tail with a single stroke,
but as this is seldom accomplished at first,
the poor little pullet is hacked and hewn
limb from limb before death comes to end
its agony. Frequently it bleeds to death.
Tarantula and rat fights are common,

particularly in the smaller towns and
amoiig the country folk. The combatants
are placed in a box with a glass cover, and
the fun begins. The tarantula and rat are
natural enemies, and fight at the drop of
the hat. Of course, both are killed, the
rat generally biting the big spider in half
and dying of the poison. The sport con¬
sists in watching the strategic efforts of
each combatant to attack without receiv¬
ing a bite from the other.
Scorpion and ant fights are also popular.

The scorpion is enraged by being stirred up
with a stick in the deep glass jar in
which he is confined, and then a dozen big
black ants of the variety known as la
hormiga negra are dropped in upon him. A
fierce battle ensues, in which the ants are
slain one after another by the vicious dou¬
ble-pronged sting of the scorpion.
Pig-sticking Is quite a fashionable amuse¬

ment among the gilded youth of the island.
Tailing ponies, hobbling calves and rnme-

kicking contests are more of Cuba's cruet
sports.

Strange Ceremony at the
Onondaga Indian

Reservation,
Weird Rites and Strange Songs

by the Descendants of the '

Six Nations.

Emissaries of Satan Put to Flight by
a Modernized Version of the

Ancient, Custom.

BURNING OF THE WHITE DOG.

The Council Fire of Other Days Give*
Place to the Box Stove.Un¬

canny Sights and
Sounds.

Syracuse, N. Y.t Jan. 25.-0ne of the
strangest spectacles that can be witnessed
In the State of New York these modem
days has Just taken place on the Onondaga
Indian reservation. It was the annual
ceremony of the burning of the white dog.
That is the interpretation the white man

gl\es it. To the Indian the ceremony
means the chasing of the witches and
the devils.
In olden times the features of this annual

gathering of the Six Nations.then a feder¬
ation whose prowess was feared from
Michigan to the Atlantic Ocean and from
Canada to the Virginias.were of a nature
too startling to be permissible under tl>
laws of the present time. They still retal.
enough of the old-time methods, however
to seem wep*l and startling in the extreme!
Early in the evening of the appointed

day strange lights flickered about the reser¬
vation hills, while all within sound of the
human voice were almost deafened by the
incantations of a dozen Indian bucks, who
tilled the air with hideous noises. These
sounds were accompanied by a terrific
betting of tomtoms und, so far as sound
goes, the combination was alarming. Ail
'his was the prelude to the events set
>wn for the following day.
At (taybreak the ensuing morning the in-

ita^ >ns were resumed. The Indians,
> anarily wear the garb of civiliza¬
tion, '/iij>eared, both men and women, ir
the co. 'lines of their ancestors. Kemnanta
of the Wolves, Snipes, Bears, Beavers and
several others of the minor tribes which
constitute tho Iroquois Nation were present
and took a fer\»nt part In the ceremonial
ihe ancient cistom was to burn the doe

alive, but this he modern law forbids so
the animal is st killed by one of the
medicine men inted like a warrior on

V?.Wur*),i \ 'ecked with ribbons, the
carcass of t> was placed in hiding,

nfi
alld other members

v11
'adership of .Medi¬

ci. e \aii . koiiiia ter, marched to
the council aouse r es of exceed!iff
mystery to t^e . le«U,

I blowing this bsseiL. nge, medlcin#*
men and all, walked in ut, sHence ,®
the place where The sacrificial uotf l><"' been

tllis building, not far from
the council house, the dead and decorated
animal was found in the midst «.f a
quantity of pipes and tobacco. After a
brief ceremony the smoking material was
dh ided among the Indians and then the
procession returned to the council house
headed by two brawny Indians bearing
poles

g high in the air on

When the door of the council house was
reached the procession halted. The medi¬
cine men, with many queer gestures ad-

mo*^? to the front. and after a
'

few
moments of mummery entered the bulld-
lh«nf tiS i a.flow- lugubrious Indian
chant Their actions were followed bv
every Indian present, young and old
In the original ceremony the doe was

h ,""hat civilized^ calls
"

bonfire, but so changed have methods
become that incineration is accomplished
Jirtfr ean8#°i iH stove. As soon as the

cln^JT118 ,a.y lrl the 8tove and the door
closed pandemonium broke loose The
entire assemblage commenced to dance and
sing in the full belief that whatever rep-
resentatives of his satanic majesty might
have heretofore been present, they were

n1rw en route to the Infernal regions
To the eye of the white man the seen*

was weird in the extreme. The shouting
increased in volume, and was heightened
by the awful din of the tomtoms. Faster
and faster grew the dancing, until, over-
Come by fatigue, the dancers began to fall
to the floor and then range themselves
about the sides of the room® One by onS
floor0 A y1.' 7 movlng flffuivs on the
floor decreased in number until the medi¬
cine men alone remained. For five minutes
they reeled about, and then, with a mighir
wave of sound, the tomtoms ceased b-at-

",Tlcl tbe dancing was at an end.
lien came what might Irreverently

be called the intermission of the perform¬
ance. Ihe heated air of the council house
became almost Insufferable, while the room
rapidly filled with the intermingledcloud.
or smoke, coming from dozens of nines
in the mouths of both men and women
It was the modern method of smoking
the pipe of peace, but can hardlv be termed
an improvement of civilization, as it robs
the custom of all its ancient dlgnitv not
to mention the unspeakable odor that results
from the burning of a large amount of
very poor tobacco.
The march of years loaves the Indian un.

changed in one respect.as to his appetite
This feature of the red man of to-dar
now camp into prominence. After the
smoke had sufiiciently cleared uwav a

huge stove was discernible in one end of
the council house. On this, attended bv
several squaws, were seething kettles of
pork and beans, maize (Indian corn) and
peas. An odor that was really savory came
from these, and the Indians kept a watch,
ful eye In that direction.
The natural Impression formed wy>uld be

that a council house feast was imminent,
and there was not a face among the as.

sembled Indians that did not Indicate that
desire. This, however, is another feature
that has been abandoned. The forefathers
of the present representatives of the Six
Nations were wont to roast the white
dog and then eat it. garnished with the
vegetables named. These regenerate de¬
scendants, however, omit the feast of the
dog meat.In fact, eat nothing whatever
in the council house. The mixture of pork
and beans and maize and peas is doled out
by the pailful to the Indians, who. Instead
of eating the hodge-podge at once, carry
it to their homes and devour it at theif
leisure. The practice still retains the name
of the annual feast, or white dog meal.


